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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 filed April 3, 2006 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In re page 5, the applicants argue that Taira does not teach a title selecting 
device wherein image information of one or more images and title recording information 
including a title corresponding to said image information are recorded in a disk, and that 
titles corresponding to the image information recorded in the disk are displayed in a title 
image on a display section, and one of displayed titles is selected, and the image 
information corresponding to the selected title is read from the disk and displayed on the 
display section. 

Furthermore, in re page 6, the applicants argue that Taira does not teach a title 
image recording section and a title recording section storing the title recording 
information read from the disk. 

In response to the arguments in re page 5, the examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Taira teaches in col. 9, line 42 - col. 10, line 14, and Figs. 1, 5, 7, and 9, of a title 
selection device, wherein a menu screen is displayed which meets the limitation of a 
title image. Title information in the form of TITLE_PIC and TITLE_PTR are then used to 
display the titles, in the form of title screens, on top of the displayed menu. The user is 
then given the opportunity to select a desired video program and thereby the 
corresponding video is displayed (Fig. 6, S18-S19). It is clear that in the case where the 
optical disk contains only one video sequence the background menu will remain the 
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same as compared to a disk, which has more than one video sequence, therefore, the 
displayed menu (title image) and the titles (title recording information) are displayed one 
on top of another. 

In response to the arguments in re page 6, Taira in col. 9, line 42 - col. 10, line 
14 that during reproduction of the data on the optical disk, the system CPU 17 
recognizes the files required for the menu display (which includes menu screen image 
and title information) and are stored into memory 18 and further into frame memory 19a. 
The information stored in memory 18 and 19a are then used to display the menu with 
the selectable titles. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Taira (US 6,415,098) in view of Nishikawa et al. (US 6,869,608). 

Regarding claim 1, Taira teaches a title selecting device for an information 
reproducing apparatus, wherein image information of one or more images and title 
recording information including a title corresponding to said image information are 
recorded in a disk (See Fig. 5 and col. 8, lines 36-54, Taira discloses a disk 10 that 
stores title recording information, met by data in the TITLE_PIC or the TITLE_PTR 
directory. See Fig. 4, the main image pack contains one or more images that are stored 
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on disc 10, which meets the limitation) , and titles corresponding to the image 
information recorded in the disk are displayed in a title image on a display section (See 
Figs. 1 , 5, 7, 9, col. 9, line 42 - col. 10, line 14, Taira teaches a menu screen displayed 
to the user which meets the limitation of a title image, within which title frames from the 
TITLE_PIC or TITLE_PTR directory (which meets the limitation of titles corresponding 
to the image information) are displayed) , and one of the displayed titles is selected (Fig. 
6, at step S18, where the user selects one of the titles displayed on the menu), and the 
image information corresponding to the selected title is read from the disk and displayed 
on the display section (See Fig. 1, 21 connects to a display section), the device 
comprising: a title image recording section storing the title images: a title recording 
section storing the title recording information read from the disks (Col. 9, line 42 - col. 
10, line 14, Taira teaches that during reproducing of the optical disk, the system CPU 17 
recognizes the files required for the menu display (which includes menu screen image 
and title information) and are stored into memory 18 and further into frame memory 19a. 
Taira further teaches that the menu screen in Fig. 7 is generated and displayed, and 
that the still images for the titles are displayed with the use of TITLE_PTR information); 
read means for reading a typical image corresponding to the selected title when a 
preview command is entered (See Fig. 6, S18-S19, Taira teaches during menu display, 
the user can choose any of the titles displayed, the selection made by the user is 
interpreted as preview command. The title selected is thereby reproduced by use of 
pointer information in TITLE_PTR information); Taira teaches that the read typical 
image (Main data information corresponding to the user selection) is displayed but fails 
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to particularly teach that the display means for displaying the read typical image is 
superimposed on said title image displayed on the display section. 

In an analogous art, Nishikawa et al. teaches title recording system wherein a 
menu is displayed superimposed on a program that a user is watching. The menu 
allows a user to select a title for a program that a user wishes to record (See Figs. 9- 
12). 

Taira discloses the motivation to provide a recording/recording apparatus that is 
capable of easy and precise search by making an arrangement such that parts of 
images recorded in a recording medium can be viewed (col. 2, lines 30-36), and hence 
previewing an image as the claimed invention would have been obvious. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the ability to superimpose a displayed 
image on a menu as taught by Nishikawa et al. into the system of Taira to allow a user 
to see two different images at the same time so as to improve ease and precise search 
of desired video sequences. 

Regarding claim 2, the proposed combination of Taira and Nishikawa et al. 
meets the limitation of claim 1 as discussed above, and furthermore Nishikawa et al. 
shows that the image superimposed on the menu is at the same resolution, or at full 
screen, as can be seen in Figs. 9-12. Furthermore, Taira teaches in Fig. 6, steps S18 
and S19, where once the user selects an image corresponding to the desired title 
screen, the image of the title screen is reproduced. By reproducing the program, the first 
frame of the image and the subsequent frames from the main image pack are displayed 
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on the display unit at the same magnifying power or full screen, which is the same 
displayed magnifying power of the displayed menu. 

Regarding claim 3, the proposed combination of Taira and Nishikawa et al. 
meets the limitations of claim 1 as discussed above, and furthermore Taira discloses in 
col. 9, line 42 - col. 10, line 14, that title information, which includes TITLE_PTR, is 
stored locally on the memory 18 by the CPU 17 during reproduction. Furthermore, when 
the user selects a title displayed on the menu, TITLE PTR, which describes the 
recording start positions or address of the programs corresponding to the title screens 
(Fig. 6, S18-S19, and col. 8, lines 29-35), the corresponding video is acquired. 

Regarding claim 4, the proposed combination of Taira and Nishikawa et al. 
meets the limitations of claim 3 as discussed above, and furthermore Taira teaches that 
TITLE_PTR holds information on the recording start positions or address of the 
programs corresponding to the title screens as stored on the disk (Col. 9, lines 14-20 
and col. 6, lines 29-36), and since the images are reproduced by using the recording 
start position file, the actual image information is located at the recording start position 
file. 

Regarding claim 5, the proposed combination of Taira and Nishikawa et al. 
teaches all the limitations of claim 1 as discussed above, and furthermore Taira teaches 
that after the user selects the video program to be reproduced, the corresponding video 
is displayed on the display section. The video displayed is a sequence of still images 
and therefore the limitation is met by having displayed the first frame of the video. 

Conclusion ^ 



Application/Control Number: 09/921 ,71 5 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2621 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Grandbois (US 6,188,835) discloses an optical disk system and method for 
storing data allowing playback of selected portions of recorded presentations. 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gelek Topgyal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8891. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Gelek Topgyal 
6/9/06 




